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Zen Center of Los Angeles 

Buddha Essence Temple Great Dragon Mountain  
 

Resource Directory 
Resource List Contact Person: Katherine Senshin Griffith 213.387.2351 

programsteward@zcla.org 
 

Note: For fire police or medical emergencies dial 911 
Non-Emergency Police Reports -- Wilshire Precinct: 213.485.4164 

For Facilities Emergencies After Hours: Rosa Ando Martinez, 213.309.0930 
For Facilities Emergencies During Hours: Faith Mind or Mary Rios, 213.387.3540 

 
 

 

Buddha Family 
[All-inclusive energy: “Include everything!” – Spaciousness/White] 

 
Abbot and Head Teacher 

Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao, 213.386.0225 wen@ix.netcom.com 
 

Abbot Seat Holder (2011) 
Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd, 732.320.8863 merleboyd@att.net 

  
 

Vajra Family – Study Sphere 
Mirror-like energy: “See clearly!” – Clarity/Blue 

 
Affiliated Sitting Groups 

 
Laguna Hills Buddhist Sitting & Study Group (Laguna Hills, CA), Coordinated by Helen 
Daiji Powell, 949.768.5546 hpowell@thepolens.com  
 
Lincroft Zen Sangha (Lincroft, NJ), Led by Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd 
Contact: Peter Ott, 732.708.0103 PeterAOtt@yahoo.com  
 
The Monday Night Meditation Group (Pasadena, CA), Coordinated by Betty Jiei Cole, 
626.356.4749 encam@att.net 
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Ocean Moon Sangha (Santa Monica, CA), Led by Sensei John Daishin Buksbazen, 
310.315.3506 daishin@zcla.org   
 
San Luis Obispo Zazen Group (San Luis Obispo, CA), Coordinated by Mark Shogen 
Bloodgood, 805.481.4768 markbloodgood@charter.net  
 
The Valley Sangha (Woodland Hills, CA), Led by Sensei Pat Shingetsu Guzy, 818.712.0996 
patguzy@att.net  
 
Westchester Zen Circle (Westchester, CA), led by Sensei Kipp Ryodo Hawley, 310.410.2817 
ryodo@zcla.org  
 

Ceremonial Co-Stewards 
Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, 323.876.2972 tvr@birdmarella.com 
Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988 dthores@aol.com 

 
Day Manager Stewardship 

Day Manager Steward: Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, 213.234.8522 dokai@zcla.org  
 

Day Managers: Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, Penelope Luminous-Heart Thompson, Andy Mugen 
Handler, Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert 

 
Library Steward 

Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, 323.876.2972  tvr@birdmarella.com 
 

Priests Training Circle 
Steward: Sensei Raul Ensho Berge, 213.675.2067 rrberge@sbcglobal.net 

 
Members: Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd, Sensei John Daishin Buksbazen, Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, 
Mike Solitary-Pine Ford, Sensei Patricia Shingetsu Guzy, Sensei Gary Koan Janka, Roshi 
Wendy Egyoku Nakao, Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, Terry Ryodo Rothrock, John Plum-Hermit 
Swanger, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, James Soshin Thornton  

 
Program Steward  

Katherine Senshin Griffith, 213.387.2351 programsteward@zcla.org  
 

Tangaryo (All-Day Sitting) 
Lorraine Gessho Kumpf,  213.389.7910  lekumpf@gmail.com   
 

Teaching Circle (Training, Guidance) 
Steward:  Sensei Patricia Shingetsu Guzy, 818.712.0996 patguzy@att.net  
 
Members:  Sensei Raul Ensho Berge, Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd, Sensei John Daishin Buksbazen,  

  Sensei Kipp Ryodo Hawley, Sensei Gary Koan Janka 
 

Water Wheel / e-Wheel Newsletter 
Editor: Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, 323.876.2972 tvr@birdmarella.com 
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Oversight Editor: Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, 213.389.2602 dokai@zcla.org    
Assistant Editor: Burt Wetanson, 213.487.6820   burt@zcla.org  

 Proofreaders: Bonnie Myosen Nadzam, John Heart-Mirror Trotter 
Production: John Heart-Mirror Trotter, 213.382.5642 johntrotter65@att.net 

 
Zendo Co-Stewards 

Sensei Gary Koan Janka, 213.479.9519 koan@zcla.org 
Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, 213.389.2602 dokai@zcla.org  

 
ZP 1 & 2 Introductory Classes 

Coordinator: George Mukei Horner, 213.618.0071 mukei@mac.com  
 

Members: Mark Shogen Bloodgood, Cliff Shishin Collins, Bill Earth-Mirror Corcoran, Jeanne 
Dokai Dickenson, Tim Wisdom-Moon Halphide, Lorraine Gessho Kumpf, Rosa Ando 
Martinez, Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, Dewayne Gojitsu Snodgrass, Penelope Luminous Heart 
Thompson, Deb Faith- Mind Thoresen, John Heart-Mirror Trotter, Nina Reiju Wasserman               
Instructor Trainee: Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown 

 
ZP 3 & 4  

Coordinator: Lorraine Gessho Kumpf:  213.389.7910   lekumpf@gmail.com  
 
Members: William Earth-Mirror Corcoran, Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, George Mukei Horner, 
Sensei Gary Koan Janka, Rosa Ando Martinez, Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, DeWayne Gojitsu 
Snodgrass, Penelope Luminous-Heart Thompson, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen  
 

ZP 5 (100 Hours of Zazen in 100 days) 
Nina Reiju Wasserman:  213-739-2505    
 

ZP 6 (Service Position Training) 
Co-Ceremonial Stewards: Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert,  323.876.2972 tvr@birdmarella.com,  

Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988 dthores@aol.com  
 

 
 

Ratna Family – Resource Sphere 
{All-enriching energy: “Take care!” – Richness/Yellow} 

 
Board of Directors 

President:  Patti Muso Giggans, 310.391.3992 patti@peaceoverviolence.org  
Secretary:   Sensei John Daishin Buksbazen, 310-315-3506 daishin@speakeasy.net 
Recording Secretary: John Plum-Hermit Swanger, 323.854.8497 jhswanger@gmail.com  
Treasurer and CFO: Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, 323.876.2972 tvr@birdmarella.com 
  
Board Members:  Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd (2011), Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown, Darla Myoho 
Fjeld, Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao (2011 Sabbatical), DeWayne Gojitsu Snodgrass, Bob Swan 
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Board Committees:  
Endowment: Bob Swan, 626.836.8309 swanrob11@hotmail.com 
 
Development Circle  

Steward: Patti Muso Giggans, 310.391.3992 patti@peaceoverviolence.org  
Members: Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown, Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, John Plum-Hermit 
Swanger.  Adjunct:  Lynda Jikai Golan 

  
Finance Committee 

 Steward: Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, 323.876.2972 tvr@birdmarella.com 
  Members: Darla Myoho Fjeld, Patti Muso Giggans, Mary Rios, Bob Swan 
 
Master Planning Committee: Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao, John Plum-Hermit Swanger  

 
Book Store   213-387.3358    

Manager: Burt Wetanson, 213.487.6820   bookstore@zcla.org 
Additional Coverage: Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown, Tara Jiho Sterling, John Heart-Mirror Trotter  

 
Business Manager/Accounts Payable and Receivable 

Mary Rios, 213.387.3540 business@zcla.org  
 
Database Steward 

John Plum-Hermit Swanger, 323.854.8497 jhswanger@gmail.com 
 
Development Co-Stewards 

Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, 213.234.8522 dokai@zcla.org  
John Plum-Hermit Swanger, 323.854.8497, jhswanger@gmail.com 

  
Disaster Preparedness Group 

Co-Steward: Andy Mugen Handler, 831.224.0326 andy_handler@yahoo.com 
Co-Steward: Tara Jiho Sterling, 213.434.4124 taraphoenix@mindspring.com 
Disaster Resident Contact: Sensei Gary Koan Janka, 213.479.9519 koan@zcla.org 
Disaster Executive Circle Contact: Tom Pine-Ocean Cleary, 626.665.9962 tscleary@gmail.com 

 
Documentation Sphere 

Photo Archives (WP & ZCLA)  
Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, 323.876.2972  tvr@birdmarella.com 

Photography & Video Circle  
Steward: Reeb Kaizen Venners, 323.578.5775 serebus@yahoo.com 
Members: George Mukei Horner, Jonathan Levy, Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, Burt 
Wetanson 

 Talk Taping Group 
Coordinator: Katherine Senshin Griffith, 213.387.2351 programsteward@zcla.org  
Members: : Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown, Tom Pine-Ocean Cleary, Don Erway, Andy 
Mugen Handler, Dan Hegarty, George Mukei Horner, Lorraine Gessho Kumpf, Tom 
Dharma-Joy Reichert, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, John Heart-Mirror Trotter, Reeb 
Kaizen Venners, Ty Jotai Webb 
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Executive Circle 

Steward:  Darla Myoho Fjeld, 310.486.7752 dr.fjeld@gmail.com  
 
Members: Bill Earth-Mirror Corcoran, Tom Pine-Ocean Cleary, Rosa Ando Martinez, Conrad 
Butsugen Romo, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen  
 

Facilities/Repairs & Emergencies (During Office Hours) 
Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988 dthores@aol.com,  
Mary Rios, 213.387.3540 business@zcla.org 
Facilities Aesthetics: John Plum-Hermit Swanger, 323.854.8497 jhswanger@gmail.com 
 

Facilities/Emergencies (After Office Hours) 
Interim On-site Emergency Manager, Rosa Ando Martinez, 213.309.0930 
rosammmm1120@gmail.com 
On-site Emergency Manager, Charles Duran, 213.427.0887 charlesduran@gmail.com (on 
temporary leave) 
   

Glassman Roshi Dharma Family (White Plum Asanga) 
Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao:  213.386.0225   wen@ix.netcom.com 
 

Grounds Group:  
Steward: Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988, dthores@aol.com 
 
Members: Roberta Brehm, Richard Cloud-Forest, Andy Mugen Handler, Mary Rios,   
  Tara Jiho Sterling, Ty Jotai Webb 
Consultant Member: Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao 
Grounds Aesthetics: John Plum-Hermit Swanger, 323.854.8497 jhswanger@gmail.com 
 

Office 
Contact: Katherine Griffith, 213.387.2351 programsteward@zcla.org 
 

Safety & Accident Reports 
Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988 dthores@aol.com 
Mary Rios, 213.387.3540 business@zcla.org 
 

Soto Zen Organization 
Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao, 213.386.0225 wen@ix.netcom.com 

 
Tenzo Resource Person 

Ty Jotai Webb, 213.500.2836 zclajotai@gmail.com 
 

White Plum Asanga and Sangha 
Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao, 213.386.0225 wen@ix.netcom.com 
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Padma Family – Relationship Sphere 
[Discriminating-awareness energy: “Be intimate!” – Passion/Red] 

 
Altar Flowers Group 

Steward: Lorraine Gessho Kumpf: 213.389.7910    lekumpf@gmail.com  
 
Members: Lynda Jikai Golan, Diane Enju Katz, Nina Reiju Wasserman 
 

Altars Group  
Co-Chidens: Andy Mugen Handler, 831.224.0326 andy_handler@yahoo.com  
      Conrad Butsugen Romo, 323.937.0136 cromo@1982@earthlink.net  
 
Altar Cleaning Group: Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown, Tom Pine-Ocean Cleary, Jeanne Dokai 
Dickenson, Bob Gido Fisher, George Mukei Horner,  Lorraine Gessho Kumpf, Rosa Ando 
Martinez, Reeb Kaizen Venners, Miguel Rojas, Carla Flowing-Mountain Schmitt, Tara Jiho 
Sterling, Penelope Luminous-Heart Thompson, Nina Reiju Wasserman, Burt Wetanson 
 

Buddha Hand Circle 
Steward:  Lorraine Gessho Kumpf, 213.389.7910 lekumpf@gmail.com   
Members: Rosa Ando Martinez, Penelope Luminous-Heart Thompson 
 

Day Group 
Steward: Katherine Senshin Griffith, 213.387.2351 programsteward@zcla.org 
Members: Tom Yudo Burger, Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, Mary Rios, 
John Plum-Hermit Swanger, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen  
 

Dharma Buddy Program 
 Nina Reiju Wasserman, 213.739.2505  

Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988 dthores@aol.com 
   

Entering Ceremony Steward  
George Mukei Horner, 213.618.0071 mukei@mac.com  

 
Guest Steward 

Tom Yudo Burger,  213.389.4850 gueststeward@zcla.org 
 

Information Technology Manager and Technical Website Master 
Sensei Kipp Ryodo Hawley, 310.645.9444 ryodo@zcla.org 
 

Mandala Circle  
 Steward: Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd, 732.320.8863 merleboyd@att.net 

 
Members: Sensei Raul Ensho Berge, Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, Darla Myoho Fjeld, Patti Muso 
Giggans, Katherine Senshin Griffith, Sensei Pat Shingetsu Guzy, Sensei Gary Koan Janka, 
Tom Dharma-Joy Reichert, John Plum-Hermit Swanger, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen  
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Membership Steward 
Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, 323.270.9988 dthores@aol.com 

 
Parking Circle 

Steward: Tina Jitsujo Gauthier, 619.961.8717, tinagauthier2001@hotmail.com 
Members: Betsy Enduring-Vow Brown, Jane Chen, Ryan Emslie, Andy Mugen Handler, Cassie 
Riger, Chris Shaw, Tara Jiho Sterling 
Parking Resource/Consultant: Tom Yudo Burger 
 

Residents Steward 
Sensei Gary Koan Janka, 213.479.9519 koan@zcla.org 
 

Shared Stewardship 
Co-Steward: Jeanne Dokai Dickenson, 213.234.8522 dokai@zcla.org   
Co-Steward: Katherine Senshin Griffith, 213.351.2351 programsteward@zcla.org 

  
Senior Steward Circle (Contacts for Statement of Right Conduct) 

 Steward: Sensei Merle Kodo Boyd, 732.320.8863 merleboyd@att.net 
 
Members: Sensei Raul Ensho Berge, Sensei John Daishin Buksbazen, Sensei Patricia Shingetsu 
Guzy, Sensei Kipp Ryodo Hawley, Sensei Gary Koan Janka, Darla Myoho Fjeld, Patti Muso 
Giggans, Lorraine Gessho Kumpf, Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao 

   
Tenzo Coordinators (Weekend meals)   

Reeb Kaizen Venners, 323.578.5775 serebus@yahoo.com 
Susanna Knittel, 310.741.8565 susanna.k@mac.com 
 

Website 
 Sensei Kipp Ryodo Hawley, 310.645.9444 ryodo@zcla.org  
 Katherine Senshin Griffith, 213.351.2351 programsteward@zcla.org  
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Karma Family – Service Sphere 
[All-accomplishing action energy: “Take action!” – Activity/Green] 

 

Angulimala Prison Circle 
Steward:  Sensei Gary Koan Janka, (213) 479-9519 koan@zcla.org 
 
Members:  Gary Belton, Sensei Daniel Nagacitta Buckley, Mark Shogen Bloodgood, Betsy 
Enduring-Vow Brown, Jorge Issan Infante, Rosa Ando Martinez, DeWayne Gojitsu Snodgrass, 
Penelope Luminous-Heart Thompson, Lisa “Z” Zeller  
 

Brown Green Group (Environmental Group) 
Steward: George Mukei Horner, 213.618.0071 mukei@mac.com 
 
Members: Nelida Koen Cartolin, Diane True-Joy Fazio, Lynda Jikai Golan  
 

Day of Dana Project 
Rotating stewardship. 
 

Food Pantry Delivery Group 
 Point Person: Nina Reiju Wasserman, 213.739.2505  

Members:  Cassie Riger, Pam Smith 
 

Health Care Group Co-Stewards 
Penelope Luminous-Heart Thompson, 213.255.0776, pbt9@aol.com 
John Heart-Mirror Trotter, 213.382.5642 johntrotter65@att.net  
 

Many Hands and Eyes-Prison Project  
Steward:  Katherine Senshin Griffith: 310.921.2582 dar5kath@aol.com  
 
Members: Concetta Getsuren Alfano, Sensei John Daishin Buksbazen, Tom Pine-Ocean Cleary, 
Lynda Jikai Golan, Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao, DeWayne Gojitsu Snodgrass, Penelope 
Luminous-Heart Thompson, Deb Faith-Mind Thoresen, John Heart-Mirror Trotter 
 

Resident Samu Steward 
Carla Flowing-Mountain Schmitt, 213.387.8088 carolschmitt@sbcglobal.net 
 


